- 27322 164 th Ave. 

Homestead, Fla. 

March 4, 1595 

Mrs. Cook: 

We had an enjoyable evening with 
your group last night. My family have 
been in the County almost 100 years. 

As I grew up, My father was the only 
Deputy Sherrif for South Dade and knew 
everyone, if i can help you with S<vhth 
Dade information, please call on me and 
make copies of these papers if you wish 
Another subject, I have written an 
authentic history of the Coral Castle. 
(I recall sitting in the silent movies 
with the builder, Edward Leedskalnin) 

I was filmed,Feb. 15 th, for a part nfthe 
"Mysterious Places" T V program. It's 
on Ch 47,7:30 Sunday nights. I was told 
this segment would probally be shown 
about 4 weeks after filming. 

Orval M. Irwin ph 247-5146 
Member - City of Homesread Historic 
Preservation Board 
Trustee- - Florida Pioneer Museum 
Contributing writter - South Dade 
News leader for 20 years 
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PIONEER PACTS 
By 

Orval M. Irwin, Dir,' 

One of Homestead's first policemen, Earnest Bussey, patrolled Homestead 
on a bicycle. At that time Homestead had a wooden jailhouse on South Flagler i 
Avenue, across from the W. R Grace Co. 

Homestead's first Power Flant was located on South Flagler Avenue, adjacent 
to the Chevron Bulk Flant. It was powered by a aw cylinder ’.iijsei engine. To 
start this engine, someome had to bring in seven men off the street to pull on the 
generator belt until the engine began to sputter with it's loud• armust noise. 

During the 1920's, the Homestead Post Office was located on -touth Krome 
Avenue in the American Legion Building. With no homeidelivery, everyone had 
to go down there to receive their mail-with a 20 stamp on it. 

In the early 1900's, the Florida East Coast ( uHroad construction to Key 
West,-required an untold amount of piling for the trestles, also, this giant 
undertaking used about one million cros&-ties. To obtain this vast amount of wood 
the railroad ran temporary rail lines outfits range lines here, such as Tennessee 
Road, Farm Life Road and so on. Fere, large wood cutting crews bright in our 
very best virgin trees to do the job* 


/ 











Pioneer Parts (,2) 


With it's wide open entrance canal that reached in to the railroad, befora 
the bridges and dams were built, Florida City was a port. Boats sailed in from 
Miami with passengers. Biscayne Bay traffic and the nearby island settlers often 
sailed in for ice and other supplies. 

At one time, nearby Elliott Key, like alot of the other islands, was the scene 
of large pineapple farms. here was a pineapple pa.cK.ing house and the settlers 
had built a school. The high tide of the devasting 1906 hurricane raised tfcr Hif^syne 
Bay e water level several feet. The receeding water carried most of the pineapple 
root soil and the buildings out to sea. 

During the 1930's, the tomato shippers changed their shipping boxes to a 
small square "lug"» oontaining about 100 tomatoes. One size tomatoe fitted in 
the lug, 7 one way and 7 the other. Another 6 one way and 6 the other end another 

5 one way and 5 the other. The merchant knew about how many tomatoes were in 

each box, according to the size number. This solidified the tomato sizes-/ X 7 9» 

6 X 6's and 5 X 5's. 

Prior to 1936, the State of Florida required Junior High and High 3chool 
students to buy their own bohboSciaKt books. 

The Homestead Municipal Power Plant Building on Flagler Avenue was originally 
built for a Water Plant, at one time, water was treated with lime and sand beds, 
until it was deemed unnecessary. 


After a long time in construction, the first Dew concrete highway to Miami 
was opened in 1933. The first official car was driven by Dr. John B. Tower. He 
and his family made it to South Miami in 19 amutesl 








Pioneer Facta (3) 


Homestead's original airport, (at the Harris Feild location) was completed 
with it's gravel runways in 1934 * The first plane to land on it was an autogyro, 
(a forerunner of today's helicopter) A few days later, a Ford Tri—moter landed 
and took up passengers. The fare was - Adults fll.OO, large kids 50# 311 small 
kids 25*. The airport was used by small private planes and crop dusters for the 
next twelve years. 


The nightly Soft Hall games gave South Hade residents cheap entertainment 
during the 1930's. The teams were sponsered by Homestead merchants. Some of 
tb> se were excellent girls teams. There ixtxB always a good turnout at the Homestead 
Ball Park when the girls played. 

Early settlers often donated part of their land for rock pits for road rock 
to build our early roads. Today, many of these old pits have been filled in. 

During the 1930 Depression days,road building laborers were paid 20$ per hour 
when they were fortunate «n ungh to, "get on" the road project. 

The Florida Bast Coast Railroad came to Homestead in 1904. Continuing the 
construction southward and after a oa^ 1,0 of disastrous hurricane washouts, the 
the railroad reached Key West in 1912. This made Key West the closest railroad 
port to the newly opened Panama Canal. The "Key Vest Extension", below Florida 
City, was abandoned ,.fter the 1935 Hurricane washed out 40 ailes of track on 
the islands. 

In the early 1900's, South Dade's center of activity was at the old port of 
Cutler, ( Old Cutler Road and Richmond Drive) There was the port,1^4a nesrhy ” 
stores f an Inn, a school and a jail. There were trails that led down to the 


Homestead area. 







Pioneer Facte ( 4 ) 



>TftWC|.iU..n 

Developed by the Detroit Land Co., Florida City was originally known as 
"Detroit", until 1917. The Turkey Point area at the east end of the canal 
was called "Detroit Beach". Newcomers were sold r aekage - one house lot in 
town and five acres in the glade to farm on. 


Kew Vest was revelling in their, "hey-day", in the early VjUQ' b. So Monroe County 
proposed to build a road through the Keys, UBing ferry boats to cover the long 
' 'Abater gaps". One could then,"motor" , from Ke;' West to the mainland. To pay for 
this new road, a 2* millionctaiLlar bond issue was placed on the ballot. There were 
2 votes against it. Sheriff Albury put out an all points bulletin to have those 
men picked upi 

Dade County agreed to build a road down to the Dad^-Monroe County line at 
Car’d Sound. The 1926 hurricane made shambles out of the road project, wrecking 
the dredgeboat and so on. Dade County had to vote a bond issue to complete the 
project. A ferryboat carried autos across the Card Sound span before the first 
bridge was built. South Krome to Florida City was opened in 1930 to connect 
directly with the Card Sound Road. 


On May 13 , 1939, President Franklin D. Roosevelt spent the night on the train 
Arthur Vinning Davis Blvd. crossing in Florida City. The next morning, after receiving 
the Key to the City from Mayor Stiling, the President and his group drove down the 
newly opened Overseas Highway to Key West in an open car. Here, he boarded the 
baitelship, USS Houston, made a speech and pressed a button that offically opened 


the San l^rancisco Worlds Fair. 



M r " p' 1 ' 1 In December 1947, President Harry S. Truman came down to Everglades City 

,, v to speak at the Everglades National Park Dedication. His closing words were, 

"The park was liken to the Psalmist, who said,’He leadeath me beside still waters'. 

With this* Mr# Truman walked off the platform, spoke to Boy Scouts jlin Wright Jr. 

of Homestead, got into a new Ford car and drove away by himself, without any visable 

security. 





Pioneer Facts ( 5 ) 


Homestead's first school building is located at 17 • £. 1st Road. At 

this time the Neva King Cooper School property was a cemetery. A-fter the bodies 
were all moved up to Falms at Naranja, construction began. The school was later 
dedicated in 1934 after the death of Neva King Cooper, a proirJhnt teacher. 

A lot of South hade's early homesteaders built log cabins on their land 
from their own pine trees and sleep under cheese cloth (mosquito bar,) until 
the logs were pluged up tight. 

Frior to the t<935 hurricane that destroyed 40 miles of the railroad on the 
Keys, the Florida East Coast Railroad operated a huge water pumping operation on 
Flagler Ave. in Homestead. Here, for nearly 25 years,huge water tank railroad 
cars were constantly being filled and shipped to Key West. It retailed for 
2£ per gallon. 

The original art stone pieces of the Coral Castle were quarrioiand located 
below Florida City for many years. In the late 1930's» they were moved up USl 
on a solid tire trailer, to the present Coral Castle location. 

In pioneer days, J. B. Brown's sawmill was located down Tower Rd. (near the 
prison) Mr. Brown would move his portable mill to any location where a house was 
to be built. Here,the surrounding trees were cut, sawed and used in the new building. 

The Kolsum Baking Co. we know today, began 75 years ago in Homestead at 
Krome Ave. and S. W. 1st St. by Charles T. Fuchs Sr.. It was known as Fuchs 
3aking Co. 

Over 400 years ago, Ponce De Leon came to St. Augustine, Florida. His 
men would call the huge black reptiles in the swamp, "SI Legato", meaning 

ii 

"the lizard* From this, "El Legato", our word,"Alligater", was derrived* 








Pioneer Pacts (6) 


During the period of time between IS'OO and the middle 1920's, t.;e 
Flamingo—Cape Sable area was dotted with settlers and homesteaders living 
along the mainland and on the nearby islands. These sturdy people were engaged 
in farming,fishing and burning charcoal. Schooners took the produce and charcoal 
to Key West and the fish were sent to Miami in company"lay-boats", that would lay 
in the bay until their holds were filled. A prime crop on the Flamingo prairie 
was sugar cane. The railroad workers were a ready market for cane syrup. 

The 1906 hurricane 1 8 salt water ruined the farm land lor seven years. 


The trail for the first road to Flamingo was blazed in 1912. It was surveyed 
and staked in the late teens. Construction began later with the road opening in 
the early 1920's. The road cost was paid by the Model Land Co, Charles Ingraham, 
President. The road was known as the lower part of the Ingraham highway that 
came south from Coconut Grove and down Dy c_... .oilon. 
part of the Florida East Coast Railroad. 

Florida's lower East Coast was orginally first settled by "wrecker's , wru. 
pilfered the misguided ships that piled up on the uncharted reefs. Many of the 
old time fhLps would sc-nd parties ashore to fill their water casts from a number 
of artesian walls along the Coconut Grove to Cutler area. It is believed that 
the word, "Miami* 1 , is an Indian word for sweetwater. 

In the teens and 1920's, Couth Dade was a center for Florid*citrus with 
large orange and grapefruit packing houses located in and around Homestead and 
Naranja. Our local trees prouduced about 8 boxes per tree. In the early 1930 a * 
Central Florida's developing groves produced 25 boxes per tree. Citrui growing 
no longer became profitable in South Dade* 







Pioneer Facts (j) 


At one time there were several canning plants located in South De.de, 
canning fruit and mostly tomatoes. With our moden stringent health standards 
and rising labor cost, one by one they closed down. In the 1950's, canning 
plants would send their picking crews into the fields, to pick ’dead ripe" 
tomatoes in ^ bushel baskets. The farmers were paid only 5? per Vbushel. 


Hie only limes we knew before the middle 1930's, were the small "Key Limes" 
from Key Largo and the islands to the south. A ripe key lime is yellow. Make 
no mistake about it, a true Key Lime Fie is YELLOW, not green! Native residents 
on islands often ate their fried fish sprinkled with "lime sour", a mixture of 
lime juice and salt. 


A pop.ilar eating fitfj.oftle yesteryears w’ere fresh black mullet. Hundreds of 
tons of these fish were caught at Flamingo. At one time they were netted in 
Biscayne Bay. Black uaillet have a black broad head, silver mullet have a narrow 
silver head and caught mostly for bait. Fresh black mullet were a low price 
eating fish in the 1930's. They retailed for 100 per pound*cleaned,along with 
pan fish such as grunts and jack. Snook and grouper were12^0. The better fish, 
snapper, mackerelcir.nl trout were 15 to 180 per lb. 


The first white man of record to travel in ihe lower >art of the Everglades 
was "Capt Jackson" in 1965. His "Capt Jack Trail" meandered on the west outskirts 
of Florida City, down near the prison and on to the Flamingo area. It is presumed 
this trail led him by old time artesian wells on the route to Flamingo. 


Abner Donbleday was an army officer who fought in the Eeminole War here in 

the la^O’s. He is credited with building the first road from Fort Dallas at the 
mouth the Miami River to ^ort Lauderdale. In later years he invented a game we 
know today as - baseball. 








Pioneer Pacts (9) 
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Uxe noted horticultures^ Dr. Henry Perrine (for whom Perrine was named) 
introduced plants here in the 1830's. He also named the' , Foinsetta", for his 
friend, W. H. Poinsett, the Secetary of War. He did this in appreciation for 
the military protect_on from the hostile Seminole Indians given him by the Airny. 
However, he was massacred on Indian Key by a Seminole War Party in 1840. 

About 25 miles down the old road to Flamingo, a former Florida Govemer 
Jennings,acquired several hundred acres of land in192^ ibnilt a hone, planted a 
grove and began a settlenent called the "Jennings Farms". Ditches were dug, 
reads were built, subdivisions were laid out - and Florida's land boom went 
to bust! Today, only a concrete bridge holds a lontjy vigil over this defunk 
project. The first rule of Real Estate is -Location, Location, Location! 


During the days, before development came to our area and the nearby islands, 
our Florida Rock Lobster, known here as "Crawfish", were in great abundance. 
Railroad workers have told us, 1 during the construction of the railroad through 
Lake Suprise, (20 miles south of here) these craw'fish were a pest and often 
stopped up the dredgeboat's suction hoses. Lakeffihprise was so named because 
the early railroad engineers were surprised-to-find a lake located there. 


A feed store, looatfNl near the Landmark Hotel on Flagler ave. was operated 
by a Mr. Scheer for several years in the early 1930's. About 1937, Mr. Scheer 
purchased an old nudist colony site in a dense hammock,up on Red Road east of 
South Miami. Here f he brought in a parrot pouplation and gave birth .1 
to - The Parrot Jungle. 


The man who was known as the "Golden Throat Orator", William Jennings Bryan, 
a thrice candidate for President of the United States spoke in South Dade several 
times. One of these was at a 4 th of July celebration at the Spice ^ark area in 1924 


-he first school house in the Florida City area stands on the N. W. comer 
of West Palm Drive and Tower Rd. This school was built upon the insistence of 
Dr. John B. Tower, our early physician He pressed the irjsue about the local 
children going to school. 


1 ’be old Sunday School building at Homestead's First Baptist Church was used 


as a temporary hospital fobJRlorida Key Victims of the 1955 Labor Day hurricane. 


Before the James Archer Smith Hospital was built, our only 
graduate Hospital, (a large house) at 822NW| d t AF°(. 


facility was the Post 







Fioneer Facts ( 9 ) 

.P-OGNEat ROAD NAMES 

Cl " West of Florida City', ws the area chosen by S. C. Loveland fcr his homestead, 
Mr. Loveland was one of South Dade's early musicians, a businessman and also a 
developer of a subdivision,"Loveland's Addition" to Homestead. The road by his 
homestead is known as, "Loveland Road". (s.W. 217 Ave.) 


A huge log cabin ^lulhouse stood at the 3-V/. comer of V.'est llowry Street and 
Country Club Road, (3. W. 202 Ave.) for 3 decades. A golf course green we.s staked 
when the clubhouse was built in the middle 1920's, but was never developed due to 
the economic decline. 


ty 

South of Florida City, We find , Lucille Drive, (s. W. 364 St.) it was named 
for Lucille (Murphy) Swing. The extreme west end iB In 10 »n as Frambeau Road., after 
-t s only resident. Oscar Framoe.au, a blacko anjvi'ij v.nslitfrn , and was a slave until ^ 

he was about 10 years old. He also operated a blacksmith shop at his home in his 
younger years. 


The fist doctor in the Homestead - Florida City (then Detriot) area, lived 
on Tower Road. (S.W.192th Ave) A real pioneer. He used many methods of travel to 
see his patients, even at times, he rode a mule with a burlap sack over his heal 
to protect him from the mosquitoes. This was Dr. Jolin B. Tower, who died in 1939. 


Leonard S. Mowery Sr. came to Homestead in 1909, at one time had a home on 
his homestead on Vest Mowry Street, (s.W. 320 St. ) in Homestead. 


Mr. T. A. Campbell, an early pioneer and developer had extensive property 
through out Homestead and near Campbell Drive, (N.W. & N.E. 8th St. - S.W.312 St.) 


William Alfred King name here just after the turn of the century with the 

Florida East Coast Railroad. He built the Homestead Depot, built a home and 1 

homesteaded the land at Kings Highway,(S. W. 304th St - N.E. Ijth St. A Tennessee Rd.) 

where the new shopping center is located. Mr .King was a tall man with a u<ea ? 3'_lc,n 

moustache and wore a 10 gallion hat. He was a true sterotype of an old time 

Southfcfn Gentleman. 









Pioneer Facta (10) 

PC'IN FEE ROAD NAMES 

B. A. Valdin, a Civil Shgineer, who had vorked on the Key '■■eat _\?.i_road 
intension and survived the 1906 hurricane that washed him out toaea, homesteaded 
onWaldin Drive, (S.V. 280th St.) in 190?. 

From the name "E,P. Livermore'', came Epmore Drive,(S.W. 272nd 3t.) Mr. 
Livermore once owned a large grove on his ;roatltf He is believed to have been a 
Stock Market Investor and was known at one time as the, "Wonder Boy Cf Wall Street." 


Mr. John Bauer-came and homesteaded ,:on Redland Road' an old Indian 'Brail 
that led into the Everglades in 1905 . He built the first store in that area and 
Indian wumen often sat on the porch and strung their beads. Since his day, it has 
been known as Bauer Drive. (S. W. 264 th St.) 

A prominent grove developer, Dan Roberts built a large home on his homestead 
Coconut Palm Drive and Roberts Road. (S. W. 182nd Ave.) 

The large Hainlin Sawmill in 1907, gav, the name to Hainlin Mill Drive. 

(S.W. 216th St.) 

A large land owner, Mr. Grossman built a road and developed land for 
farming alom.c bis Grossman farm Road. (.-.W. '1 c, 2nd St.) 

quail Roost Drive, (S. V. 200th St.) recieved it's name from the huge 
quail Roost Estate that was located just east of Burr Road on quail Roost Dr. 
for several decades. -■* 

The Vihlen family found their way to South Dade after a disastrous freeze 
in North Florida, near the turn of the century and settled on Vihlen Drive. 

(S.W. 192nd St.) 

Charles McMinn built his home at 25 N.E.12th Street, Homestead.on part of his 
homestead that reached east to McMinn Road. (S.W. 1/2 Ave.) 

The early residents from the State aETennessee choose the name of their 
road to be, Tennessee Road. (S.W.167th Ave.; 


Chas. T. Fuchs Sr. setteled out in the country northwest of Homestead and 
named,Richard Road, (S.W.197th Ave.) after his youngest son. 













Pioneer Facts (ll) 
PIONEER ROAD..NAMES 



After the Redland Farm Life School was built, it was only fitting that 
school's north - south road,.onisthe wc»st,, border be named, Farm Life Road. 
(S.W. 162nd Ave.) 

Kingman Road ('S.W. 152 Ave.) was named for the military family of 
Colonel Kingman. 


A homesteader, Wo 0. Talbot setteled on what in. now Talbot Road, (s.W. 134 th Ave 
in 1910 . 


The Bush and Burr families arrived in the Goulds area about 1912 to farm 
tomatoes. These pioneers' --gave us the names of Bush Drive (s. W. 208th St.) and 
Burr Road (S.W. 127th Ave.) 

A' victim of the 1895 freeze in North Florida, John Lindgrwn oame'td Miami 
and made his way down to South Dade, settling in 1899 on what is now, Lindgren 
Road. (S.W. 137th Ave.) 

Henderson Road, (S.W. 122nd Ave) was named for Charlie Henderson who came 
to South Dade in 1912. At one time he owned several hundred acres of land where 
the Homestead Air Force Base is located. He had a large farm and housing for 
his farm workers. 


Mo»d|nL'rdrfc& was named for the G.W. Moody family, who settled in Naranja 
in 1903,here,they famed and operated a business near Moody Drive. (s.W. 268th St.) 


In 1904, W. T. Plummer settled in the " wildemes", west of Redlmad Road, 
on what is now, Plummer Drive. ( 3 , W. 256 th St.) 


During the 1920's and 30's, £l Me. Comfort, operated the, "Comfort Lodge", 
in the peacefull surroundings on Comfort Road. ( S.W. 194th Ave.) 

j. L. Hickson, an early land developer settled on Hickson Drive. (S.W. 260th St.) 

Robert Hobson climbed the steps,to the 100 foot high Fire Tower an'Hpbsou Drive, 
(s*W. 336th St,) at Prindeton, until he was 80 years old. 

W. M. Newton homesteaded on, Newton Road, ( C ’.W. 157th Ave.) at Modello. 


















